Southwark Pensioners Centre
Notes from the Seniors Creative Networking Event 4.11.09

SPC is a community resource centre for older people in the borough of Southwark and beyond. The Centre promotes independence, choice, opportunity and quality of life in retirement. 

Part of this work is to support older people’s groups in obtaining funding for a range of activities including arts courses, events and opportunities.

None of the groups the Centre works with are registered charities so we try and find opportunities relevant for them. This might mean helping them to become ready to apply by making sure there is a committee with key roles filled, a system of accounting, a bank account and a constitution in place.

We can then look at relevant funders with relatively simple application forms and procedures who might fund their activities. 

Grants vary in terms of their size, timescale, when they are available and for which areas of the borough. The following are recommended sources of funding most of which we have used and are using:

Community Council Funds 

Each area of Southwark has a Community Council that meets bi-monthly throughout the year. They are part of Southwark Council but have a small budget to fund community projects in their areas. 

Grants are awarded once a year, are usually up to £1000 and are announced in June or July. The form is only on two sides of paper.

More details, contact etc. are on the council’s website. 

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/YourCouncil/communitycouncils/Communityfund.html
Local Charities
Each area of Southwark has a local parish charity that supports older people financially in their area. The Centre has minimal experience in applying but more appropriately if you live in the area or are an existing beneficiary you may be successful. They are:

Camberwell Consolidated Charities
   Clerk to the trustees: Mrs. Jane McDonald, tel: 020 7525 7511

Christchurch United Charities

  St. Mary Newington United Charities

  Clerk to the trustees: Mr. P.E. McSorley, tel: 020 7525 2128

Rotherhithe Consolidated Charities

  Clerk to the trustees: Mr. B. Claxton, tel: 01992 444466

St. Olaves and Bermondsey United Charities

  Clerk to the trustees: Ms. Angela O’Shaughnessy, tel: 020 7404 2530


St. George the Martyr United Charities

   Clerk to the trustees: Mrs. Sue Harding, tel: 020 7407 2530

This last charity is the only one, that we are aware of, that advertises its funding although the area that it covers is quite small. 

Area specific local funding

Other funding opportunities arise specific to local areas sometimes associated with regeneration projects. One such is:

The Bermondsey Spa Community Chest

Grants are up to £2000, to promote pride in community, improve the environment etc. and you can apply anytime. 
Contact Jean Douglas on 020 8297 7574 or jean.douglas@hyde-housing.co.uk 
Time specific funding
Other grants have deadlines like:

Age Concern Winter Celebration Grants

These are for one off celebrations, outings, events. Funding is up to £500, with a simple application form. Deadline is December 11th 2009. 

Ring 020 8765 7738 or email grants.unit@ace.org.uk
SPC publishes a monthly newsletter that contains all the information we can find out about local grants and deadlines. Copies are sent to individuals or groups if they become members or an organisation can join the electronic mailing list. 

Larger funders

Peter Minet Trust

They fund groups in Lambeth and Southwark and award grants to make a positive improvement to people’s lives. Grants are between £1000 and £3000, the application form is simple and there are three deadlines throughout the year. Next ones are January 8th, April 30th 2010. 

There is also a small grants scheme of up to £500 that you can apply for anytime and receive an answer within 4-6 weeks. 

Contact the Trusts Manager on Monday or Tuesday between 9.00 and 3.00 on 020 8772 3155 or see their website.

Grassroots Grants Southwark

They fund activities that strengthen communities, bring people of different backgrounds together and respond to local need. 

Grants are up to £5000 and there are four deadlines throughout the year. The next ones are January 29th, April 30th, August 13th, October 8th 2010.

The application form is quite long and complicated so you may need help from SPC or another agency. 

For enquiries contact Rhanna on 020 7582 5117 or visit the website of the Capital Community Foundation who administers the fund. 

Wakefield & Tetley Trust

They fund activities that are cross cultural and inter generational that bring people together, that address emerging needs and that have local support. 

They only fund projects in Tower Hamlets, Southwark and the City of London.

Grants are given from £500 but the average grant for 2008 was £6000. Applications are initially on two sides of A4 covering a number of points from their funding guidelines with a budget. 

There are deadlines through the year: January 26th, May 5th, September 7th and November 9th. 

There is also a fast track scheme of £1500 that you can apply for anytime and that takes a month to process. 

Contact the grants officer Elaine Crush on 020 7377 6614 or find more details on their website

The Co-operative Community Fund

This is administered by the Co-operative Group and they award between £100 and £2000 to community groups that do positive work in the community of long term benefit that addresses a local need. 

Their applications are all online so you must visit their website. 

Enquiries to 0161 827 5879. 

The Tesco Charity Trust

The trust gives awards of between £500 and £4000 to provide practical benefits like equipment or resources for projects that directly benefit older people in local communities that are near their stores. 

Applications are now all online so visit their website.

Applicants should apply for funding between February and March or between August and September. 

Enquiries to 0845 6123575
Nationwide grants not specifically Southwark

Trusthouse Charitable Foundation

They fund projects in areas of urban deprivation and one of their categories is community support to the elderly addressing issues of isolation.

They have small grants of between £5000 and £10,000 and there are 4 deadlines a year. Applicants need to fill in a form and provide covering information. 

There is a fast track scheme for under £5000 which only takes 6-8 weeks to process. 

Visit the website or contact the Grants Manager Miss Judith Leigh on 

020 7264 4990.

Awards for All

This is a scheme administered by the National Lottery who award between £300 and £10,000 for activities that develop people’s skills and creativity, that improve opportunities and encourage people to become more active.

You can apply at any time but the application forms are very long and the process is quite lengthy. 

Visit their website or call 0845 410 20 30

